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Hello Brethren: 
 

J anuary has come and gone. Within the month we initiated Mr. Mauro 
Torrey as a new Brother.  Congratulations Brother Torrey. We look forward 
to seeing you advance through the degrees and becoming an active member 
of Simi Lodge.  
 
We also had the first Lady’s group meeting after the dinner.  Seven ladies attended and I was told 
they enjoyed the evening. The ladies group will be continuing more after dinner meetings at the 
March stated meeting.  All ladies from the Simi Valley Masonic Family Center are welcomed to 
attend. All wives, significant others, family members, ladies from the Eastern Star, Job’s Daughters 
and Rainbow Girls are encouraged to attend. We also extend this invitation to   parents of the youth 
members.  We extend a special invitation to all widows of our late brothers and other Masonic wid-
ows who live in our area.  Come on out and be part of and enjoy the fellowship. 
   
January also was the first night of the new dinner time format.  There was some confusion on the 
first night, but we will work through it.  We are extending the dinner hours in attempt to allow more 
brothers and their wives and families to attend.  Under this format, the key lodge officers will open 
lodge early and return to the dining area for the dinner portion. At 7:30 PM all brothers will be 
called into lodge which will already opened for business.  No business will be conducted until that 
time. As stated before, if the attendance increases with the new format we will continue with that 
time schedule. If it does not we will return to our former schedule in the fall.  This new schedule 
will resume for the March stated dinner meeting.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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 The DDA, the phone book distribution company, is still leasing 
the dining room so we will not have a February stated dinner 
meeting.  We will have a regular stated business meeting at 7:00 
PM .   I look forward to seeing many of you there.  
  
I would like to thank Wor. Joe Reiner and Bro. Steve Wilson for 
presenting information on Masonic Scholarships to the lodge and 
youth groups.  This was a result of the Imagination Committee 
which includes Bro. Martin Maren, Bro. Gary Trammel, newly 
appointed Bro. Ed Thompson, Bro. Bob Alexander, a few others 
and myself.   The charge of the Imagination Committee is to 
think of ideas that will benefit the lodge and help organize them 
into a structure that can be passed off to an appropriate commit-
tee to undertake.  This committee just completed its first year 
and some of those ideas are now being implemented.  Look for 
more exciting stuff headed your way.  Thank you to Wor. Reiner 
and crew for your valuable time and input. 
  
We held our first Pancake Breakfast in January and helped the 
Job’s Daughters ($135) and Rainbow Girls ($135)  raise $$$$$.  
Overall, 50 people turned in tickets.  The Rainbow Girls had 39, 
the job’s 9 and the Lodge 10.  We were hoping to break even for 
the lodge, but made a small profit.  We will be having the next 
Pancake Breakfast on May 1st.  Again it will be geared to raise 
money for the youth groups.  Hopefully the DeMolay Chapter 
will be officially started by then and they can participate. 
   
February 13th we have scheduled a Sweetheart Dinner and 
Dance at the lodge.  The cost is $12.50 per person.  All are wel-
comed to attend.   I desperately need reservations by the Febru-
ary Stated Meeting so that we can finalize planning.  This is for 
adults, All lodge members, their family and guests are wel-
comed.  Eastern Star is assisting and all adult members, their 
friends and guests, including adult youth groups members and 
parents are also welcomed to attend.  Widows of Simi Lodge 
attend free as our guest. BROTHERS I NEED SOME VOUN-
TEERS FOR THE SWEET HEART DINNER and DANCE .  
Some to assist in final planning and others to get the event put 
together in the few days before it.  I can’t do this myself.  By no 
means am I complaining.  It has been an amazing experience to 
see the assistance I have received when called out for concerning 
lodge events.  I have full faith that I will have volunteers within a 
a day or two of this communication. 
  
March Stated meeting on March 3rd will include a Pasta Dinner 

(Continued from page 1) 
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G reetings and Happy Val-
entine's Day! February is a 
quiet month for Simi Valley 
Chapter, though we are looking 
forward to 
many busy 
months to 
come! 
 
Valentine's 
Day is a won-
derful reminder how much love 
there is in this world. I hope 
that each of you takes a mo-
ment to tell a special person in 
your life how much you love 
them. 
 
Star love, 
 
Shawna Swanson-Shirk, WM 
Dan Madison, WP 
 



 

Announcements! 
 
Masonic Apparel: 
 
Plan to purchase your Lodge 
Hat, Jacket, or shirt today!  It 
makes a great gift for that 
“special Mason” in your life.  
New shirts with an embroi-
dered logo are available. 
Contact Dave Smith, PM, at 
(805) 526-4594. 
 
Building Reservations: 
 
Need a place for your own 
reception, meeting, banquet, 
or other special function? 
Contact Mike Thompson at 
(805) 404-6173, or  
mrmikef1a@pacbell.net 
 for information.  
 
High 12 Luncheon: 
 
I would like to invite all Ma-
sons in our Lodge to attend a 
Masonic luncheon. Our 
lunches are held on the 1st & 
3rd Monday of each month at 
high noon. We meet at the 
Greenhouse Café in Thou-
sand Oaks. 
 
High 12 is International and 
has a scholarship philan-
thropy.  We invite the broth-
ers to come and find out 
about us. Any questions, call 
me at 526-4594.  
 
Dave Smith, PM 
 

and will be our “Back to 
Lodge Night” for brothers that 
have not attended lodge in a 
while. We have a full evening 
planned that will include and 
after dinner meeting for the 
ladies and review of Masonic 
Signs and other ritual for 
those that need to brush up. In 
addition to our own members, 
we will be contacting Masons 
who live within our geo-
graphical area (Chatsworth, 
Simi Valley, Moorpark, and 
Somis) to also attend.  This 
will give us an opportunity to 
meet other brothers who live 
in our neighborhoods.  Don’t 
be surprised if someone who 
you have known for several 
years shows up that you did 
not even know was a brother.  
How good it will be to meet 
more brothers that we proba-
bly see on a regular basis and 
don’t know they are members 
of the craft. 
  
Planning of the Back to 
Lodge Night will be a main 
topic for the February Stated 
Meeting.  To accomplish the 
goal of contacting as many 
brothers as possible will re-
quire a call out from the Wor. 
Master for able Brothers to 
assist.  We will be sending out 
post cards and would like to 
see a phone call follow-up to 
as many brothers as possible. 
We will discuss this more at 
the February Stated Meeting.   
Keep in mind, that while I and 
others have been discussing 
this event for a year, the 

(Words from the East, continued from page 
2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Early California’s 
Masonic Heritage 

(contributed by Gary Trammell, HA) 
 

D ue to the weather, 
meetings in many Lodges 
were frequently held six or 
eight weeks apart or even 
less.   However, as the gold 
I am a great fan of history, 
particularly of California. In 
my travels throughout the 
state, 
I love to explore through 
old gold rush towns and 
mining camps.  I have no-
ticed that very often there 
was a Masonic Lodge, a Ma-
sonic Cemetery or at least  
a section of the public 
cemetery dedicated to Ma-
sonic burials. 
 
Freemasonry has been an 
integral part of California 
for more than 150 years.  
On January 24, 1849 Bro. 
James W. Marshall discov-
ered gold in a stream at 
Sutter's Mill on the South 
Fork of the American River 
in the foothills of Central 
California. By May 12, word 
of the find had spread and 
residents of the small town 
of San Francisco began to 
desert their homes to stake 
claims for gold. During his 
annual message to Con-
gress on December 5, 
President Bro. James Polk 
announced that gold had 
been discovered in Califor-
nia, touching off the Gold 
Rush of 1849.  Many of 
these men seeking their for-
tunes had been Masons in 
the East, Midwest or South 
and brought with them the 
traditions of Freemasonry.  
So, not surprisingly, some 

of California's first Masonic 
Lodges were established in 
the gold country. 
 
Within ten years, the Ma-
sonic Lodges grew from 11 
to 130, while membership 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

  

Grand Master put out a re-
quest for such and event to be 
held.  Great minds think alike. 
So if it is a success then I had 
a great idea, if not, it was the 
Grand Master’s idea. 
  
It is an honor and privilege 
serving Simi Valley Lodge.  It 
is exciting seeing the direction 
the lodge is going. Hope all is 
well for everyone.  I look for-
ward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at meetings and 
events this year. 
  
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Jay A. Monroe,  
Wor. Master 

(Words from the East, continued from page 
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Words from the West…  
 

H ello Brethren,  
 
After an exciting first 
month, the month of 
February appears to be 
just as Masonically mov-
ing.   After OSI, which is 
always a learning experi-
ence with unlimited 
number of surprises.  No 
matter how well you 
practice - it is never right 
- I guess that is why we 
have inspectors and offi-
cers coaches.   
 
With love in the air, Val-
entines Day must be just 
around the corner - 

(Continued on page 5) 
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W e are getting ready 
to start a new term. Our 
installation is scheduled 
for Feb 6th at 2pm and 
Samantha Thomson will 
be repeating as Worthy 
Advisor.  
 
We initi-
tated an-
other girl 
in January 
and we 
are look-
ing forward to Grand As-
sembly March 27-30 
when we will have 2 
more girls initiated by our 
grand officers in Fresno.  
 
We all enjoyed the pan-
cake breakfast and we 
were happy that we made 
$132.50 from the sale of 
tickets. Thank you to the 
lodge for hosting the 
breakfast and helping our 
girls make some money 
for the budget.  
 
We all appreciate all the 
work you did that day and 
if was very good. Please 
visit when you can our 
girls love to have sidelin-
ers. 
  
Thank you for your con-
tinued support! 
 
Donna Drivere 
Mother Advisor 

Some of the hardy souls that cooked your Pancake Breakfast in January. 

which means the Lodges first (at least in a while) an-
nual 'Sweet Hearts Ball' is coming on February 13th.  
Lets support Worshipful Monroe as he tries to in-
crease the Lodge's social activities.   
 
The DeMolay chapter seems to be close to starting 
and holding their first meeting, this has caused a lot of 
excitement among the other female youth orders.  De-
Molay are looking for boys to increase membership - 
so if you know of any, please point them this way.  
When DeMolay commences its meeting, Simi Valley 
Lodge would be one of a few that has a complete Ma-
sonic family - from Eastern Star, Jobs Daughters, 
Rainbow for Girls to DeMolay.   
 
Remember == support our Worshipful's programs as 
well as all our youth organizations -- they are the fu-
ture of Masonry. 
  
S&F 
  
Bob Alexander 
Senior Warden 

(Words from the West, continued from page 4) 
 



 

soared from 258 to over 
5,000.  These Lodges 
sprang up in such colorful 
towns as Rough and Ready, 
Columbia, Bodie, Nevada 
City, Fiddletown, Spanish 
Flat, Brandy City and Red 
Dog. They operated under 
the charters of Connecticut, 
Washington D.C., Missouri, 
Indiana, Louisiana, Wiscon-
sin and others.  These 
Lodges and others added 
color to the landscape and 
made Masonry a part of the 
communities.   
 
As these towns were built 
in the foothills and valleys, 
if not the upper reaches of 
the mighty Sierras, passage 
to Lodge meetings was of-
ten blocked by heavy 
snows and impassable 
roads.  Findings dwindled, 
towns disappeared as the 
population moved else-
where.  Lodges would con-
solidate with others or even 
close, leaving behind only 
their empty buildings and 
their legacies.   
 

As a result of the 1849 Gold 
Rush, California's American 
population swelled enabling 
it to bypass territorial 
status and become the 31st 
state of the Union in Sep-
tember of 1850.  Five 
months earlier, on April 19, 
1850, the Most Worshipful 
Grand Lodge, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of the State 
of California was formed. 

More later.   

(Early California’s Masonic Heritage, 
continued from page 3) 
 

Worshipful Master Jay Monroe congratulates  
Entered Apprentice Mauro Torrey on his initiation in January. 

Using the newly rebuilt kitchen, the brothers of Simi Valley Lodge are 
hard at work with the Pancake Breakfast in January. 
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Lodge Internet Access provided by: 

www.dslextreme.com 
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